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MSU EXTENSION 2017 BEGINNING FARMER WEBINAR SERIES 

 

 Join us for any or all of these interactive 2-hour webinars.  $10 registration fee for each webinar. 
Participate from your home  or office computer (hi-speed internet required).  Participant interaction through ‘live’ chat box. 

All paid registrants receive a URL to recorded webinars following ‘live’ program. 
 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and materials are 

open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, 

disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. 

“Getting started with…” 

Small vegetable farm systems, Abbey Palmer, MSU North Farm 

Monday, January 30, 2017, 7-9pm (all times ‘eastern time’) 

A farm is greater than the sum of its parts. This webinar looks at several farm systems and how they inter-

sect, including transplant care and schedules, irrigation, fencing, low-cost and farm-built tools, time man-

agement and recordkeeping.  Get tips and tricks for building a lean, efficient vegetable farm. 

Hoophouse management, Collin Thompson, MSU Extension 

Monday, February 13, 2017, 7-9pm 

Profitable production in hoophouses requires careful planning and management.  Collin manages the MSU 

North Farm, including hoophouses.  He will provide background information on hoophouse selection and 

siting, then concentrate his webinar on successful management to optimize production and sales.  

Maple syrup, Bob and Sue Battel, Battel’s Sugar Bush 

Monday, February 27, 2017 

For those interested in entering the maple syrup business, this webinar will provide an overview of what it 

takes to produce and market quality maple products.  Bob is an MSU Extension field crops educator and 

operates Battel’s Sugar Bush with wife Sue and other family members as a private enterprise. 

Fencing and watering systems for livestock, Jerry Lindquist and Kevin Gould, MSU Extension 

Monday, March 13, 2017 

A good plan is essential for building fences and watering systems that will meet your needs now, and be 

flexible enough to grow with your livestock operation.  Jerry and Kevin are both experienced cattle farmers 

as well as extension educators and will provide basics and tips that will help you get it right. 

                     Each webinar will run from 7:00—9:00 pm eastern time, log-on early to test connection.   

                                              Download the ZOOM webinar application for your device at zoom.us/download 

                                                                          For PC or Mac users:  click “Zoom client for meetings” 

                                                         For iOS users:  under “Zoom mobile apps”, click “Download in App Store” 

                                                    For Android users:  under “Zoom mobile appls”, click “Download in Google Play”  

See Reverse Side 
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MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer.  Michigan State University programs and materials are 

open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, 

disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. 

“Getting started with…” 

Blueberries, Mark Longstroth, MSU Extension 

Monday, March 27, 2017, 7-9pm (all times ‘eastern time) 

This webinar will provide a review of the current blueberry industry in Michigan, site selection, cultivar 

selection, cost of production and pest management basics.  Mark works with growers of all sizes and will 

offer valuable insights for small and start-up blueberry growers. 

 Crop nutrient management, Jim Isleib, MSU Extension 

Wednesday, April 3, 2017, 7-9pm 

Topics will include:  Determining crop nutrient needs and current soil fertility, strategies for immediate 

and long-term soil fertility and health, fertilizers, manures and other amendments, application techniques 

and timing, evaluating results.    

Aquaculture, Elliot Nelson, Michigan Sea Grant Extension 

Monday, April 10, 2017, 7-9pm 

Aquaculture, or ‘fish farming’ is finding a place on more Michigan farms.  Elliot will explain the options, 
techniques, opportunities and challenges of this unique enterprise.   

Planning and operating a mixed fruit orchard, Bob Tritten, MSU Extension 

 Monday, April 24, 2017, 7-9pm 

Following up his successful webinars on small fruit and cider apples, Bob will walk you through the essen-

tials needed to plan, establish and operate a new mixed fruit orchard on your farm. 

Producing and selling eggs, Dr. Darrin Karcher,  Assistant prof of animal sciences, Purdue University 

Monday, May 8, 2017, 7-9pm 

Eggs are a popular direct sales and farmers market item.  Dr. Karcher will help you get started, or fine-

tune your egg enterprise with solid, basic information on breed selection, facilities, sanitation, best prac-

tices and more. 

Select the webinars you wish to attend: ($10 each)  

  FULL WEBINAR SERIES (Half price:  9 webinars—$45) 

  Jan 30, Small vegetable farm systems 

  Feb 13, Hoophouse management 

  Feb 27, Maple syrup 

  Mar 13, Fencing and watering systems for livestock 

  Mar 27, Blueberries 

  Apr 3, Crop nutrient management 

  Apr 10, Aquaculture 

  Apr 24, Planning and operating a mixed fruit orchard 

  May 8, Producing and selling eggs 

Register and pay ON-LINE at  

https://events.anr.msu.edu/BegFrmWeb2017/     OR 

 Complete and return this form with $10 payment  per selected  webinar in the 

form of check or money order, made payable to ‘MSU Extension’ 

Mail to:     2017 Beginning Farmer Webinar Series 

                   Alger Co MSU Extension 

                   E9526 Prospect St., Suite 1 

                   Munising, MI  49862  

Name:      _________________________________________ 

Company/Organization:  _____________________________ 

Address:  _________________________________________ 

Phone:     _________________________________________ 

Email:       _________________________________________ 

Questions?  Contact  Jim 

Isleib at 906-387-2530 or 

isleibj@anr.msu.edu 


